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E-FILING BILL PROVIDES FOR MORE FLEXIBILITY 
IN DOING BUSINESS WITH COURTS 

 
Nashville, Tenn. – Judicial officials from Murfreesboro and across the state were in 
Nashville today as Gov. Bill Haslam signed into law provisions that make electronic 
filing in civil trial courts more feasible.  

The legislation amends the fee options for electronic filing (e-filing) of court documents 
in civil courts and allows for an ongoing subscription fee or a transaction fee for certain 
filings and actions with the court clerk’s office. Previously, only one-time subscription 
and a copy fee were permitted, conditions that are not compatible with an e-filing 
system.  

“This is an excellent example of how our state and local officials are working together to 
make conducting business with our government straightforward. Providing the ability 
to file electronically is something that simply makes sense,” said 16th Judicial District 
Chancellor Howard Wilson.  

Local legislators Sen. Bill Ketron (R-Murfreesboro) and Rep. Dawn White (R- 
Murfreesboro) sponsored the legislation.  

The new law also will provide the necessary authorization for the county to better 
negotiate with a vendor for the best price on any e-filing system. E-filing provides a 
benefit to parties in a lawsuit, allowing for more streamlined access to the courts and to 
documents. 

http://www.tncourts.gov/


“This is another step in our ongoing goal to improve the modernization of the courts,” 
said Chief Justice Sharon Lee, who was present for the bill signing today. “We’re 
grateful for the support of the legislators who made this important change in our law 
possible.” 

Limits are set on what any county could charge for e-filing – either $300 for an annual 
subscription or $5 per document, up to $50 per case. Parties will continue to have the 
option to file in person. 

A copy of the legislation is available on Secretary of State’s website here. 

 

Pictured at the bill signing on June 9 with Gov. Bill Haslam in Nashville: Sen Mark Norris, 
AOC Director Deborah Taylor Tate, Sen. Bill Ketron, Chief Justice Sharon Lee, Rep. Dawn 
White, Justice Jeffrey Bivins, Judge Frank Clement, Chancellor Howard Wilson, and Clerk and 
Master John Bratcher. 
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